OXFORDSHIRE

Approach 

Over the years I have carried out a range of original research on aspects of Black and Asian History in Britain, organised two displays in London Boroughs, and research and write about John Archer (Battersea’s Black Mayor 1913/14) and Paul Robeson in the UK.

From time to time I am asked to advise groups around the country on how they might approach starting work on Black and Asian History in Britain. See File Sunderland 222 for the results of one of these exercises and for an idea of how to pull together information from disparate sources and angles. This was simply material in books etc I have at home.

In the rest of this note O/shire means Oxford and Oxfordshire.

Some Questions Relating to Researching The Black Presence 

(amended from a list supplied to researchers elsewhere – not renumbered after deleting ones not relevant to O/shire)
1.
Were there any royal residences in O/shire at which Henry VIII's black musician would have been in attendance? Or any big events at which the Court attended on the large open spaces? 

2.
Are there any O/shire connections with John Hawkins and Francis Drake? 

3.
Which leading members of Tudor and Stuart establishment were involved in taking part in or backing trade and colonial enterprises?  

4.
Are there any O/shire connections with the East India Company?

6.
Did any O/shire residents emigrate to the West Indies and North America?

7.
Are there any entries re-births, marriages and deaths of black people in parish records, and details of black recipients of poor relief in the poor law records.

8.
What O/shire based businesses depended on importing products from abroad, and exporting their goods? 

10.
How detailed a picture can be built up of anti-slavery activities in O/shire?

11.
Are there any O/shire connections with the English involvement in dominating India, and the foundation of Australia, inc. leading military and colonial personnel?

12.
What were the views of the various Bishops of Oxford on slavery, anti-slavery, colonialism, imperialism, anti-colonialism, re-missions to the colonies,

13.
Has archives to Oxford Missions to colonies been preserved?

15.
Have O/shire Quakers got a particular history of activity on foreign affairs issues and anti-slavery? 

17.
Do local and Chartist press reports on O/shire Chartism detail meetings addressed by William Cuffay, the black Chartist leader? 

18.
Are there any local press reports on the reaction to Governor Eyre's massacre in Jamaica – both pro and anti?

19.
Are there any records of black performers at O/shire Music Halls, concert and theatre venues, (e.g. Jubilee Singers, Paul Robeson): and performances of black composers (e.g. Samuel Coleridge-Taylor)?
 

20.
Were there any hospitals used to house colonial troops in First World War?

22.
Do the records Oxford University cricket teams record details of playing teams from West Indies and India, or British teams employing black cricketers like - Learie Constantine? 

23.
Does The Keys newsletter of the League of Coloured Peoples (British Library) give any mention of O/shire based members? 

24.
Were any black O/shire residents in 2nd World War Civil Defence or joined up in the forces?

26.
How detailed a picture of black settlement in O/shire can be built up from: books and articles on immigration, race relations, policing, inner cities, housing etc? 

29.
Is it worth looking at the way in which people have kept their contacts back home, which have helped e.g. the development of trade links to import goods for sale in Brixton Market and shops? 

30.
What can the histories and reminiscences of members of various former and current locally based black and race relations organisations reveal? 

31.
Is it worth going through the black press, The Gleaner and The Voice?

Contacts

· In 1997 I gave a talk on John Archer (Battersea’s Black Mayor 1913/14) at a session of the Postgraduate Black People and British History Seminar at St Anthony’s College. It is possible that this group still exists, and that it has had papers from students on Black People in Oxford/shire.

· Are you in touch with Raj Patel, Director, Asdal Institute, P.O. 1375, Headington, Oxford. OX3 0NH. Tel/Fax: 01865-760366, Mob. 0776 494 8083, e-mail: raj@patelz.net. (AI is a Network of Organisation Development and Equality/Diversity Consultants in UK and South Asia)

Oxfordshire boundaries

These are artificial and may have changed over time. Therefore you need to consider looking at what used to be in previous geographic areas of Oxfordshire now in neighbouring counties and checking with their Black History projects as to whether they have found Oxford/shire links. In London for instance looking at the Black Heritage of Wandsworth requires looking at Clapham and Streatham which were transferred to Lambeth in 1964/5, and Wimbledon in London Borough of Merton because it was the eat of the Lord of the Manor.

For example, nr. Banbury is the National Trust’s Farnborough Hall. Mid-18thC. Home of Holbech family for over 300 years.Is this was in former boundaries of O/shire, then worth talking to your counterparts in Warwickshire. 1) Did the family have slave plantation and colonial links and black servants? (2) How prominent a family were they in national politics, making statements on slavery and colonial issues? 

Oxford Black and Asian Students 

See my Black & Asian Heritage ENewsletter 1 for details of Grantley S Adams’s days in Oxford.

Please note:

· This opens up questions as to how many Black & Asian students went to Oxford? Are they in the records of OU and Colleges’ admission and other records.

· How far back do Oxford student newspapers go? They may carry relevant reports on students, by student anti-racism and anti-colonial activity. 

· Opens up question of records showing Black and Asian academics.

· Also how many non-white colonial students were in St Catherine’s Society and which other poor English students. Did members of the Society mix? Did it set up life long friendships with colonial students? Did it lead the English poor students into anti-racism and anti-colonial support?

Businesses

Many businessmen and businesses from the 16th Century will have been involved in colonial trade (even if not directly in the slave trade). Manufactures went all over the world, and raw materials were imported.

· Were any of the founders of the East India Company connected with O/shire? Were there shareholders in O/shire through the whole period of its history?

· Price’s Candles lit Britain and the world using raw materials from West Africa and Ceylon. In 1998 it re-located to Bicester in O/shire. It had an anti-slavery motif in the 1840s. Contact Jon Newman at Lambeth Archives for his Short History of Price’s Candles.

Churches

In addition to parish record and church warden accounts as sources of information on black people:

· What plaques inside churches contain information about the connections of the local elite with the colonies?

·  What do the parish magazines tell about support for missionary work, minstrel entertainments, visiting black speakers?

National Trust

What National Trust, English Heritage and private stately homes are there – and what connections did their families have with slave trade, slave ownership, plantations, colonial trade, empire expansion and administration? Did any of the families have black servants? This would include the top elite with properties all over the country who had black servants who would have ravelled from property to property. 

National Trust: Buscot Park, Chaslteton House, Greys’ Court.

Mummers and Minstrels

Reminiscing about village life in Deddington, N. Oxfordshire, local resident Fred Sykes recalls ‘Oh yes, I remember the mummers calling. Black faces, old clothes, old rags. Bart Callow was always with them, dressed up like the rest. Mummers had a repertory of old and new songs. The oldest by the beginning of the 20th Century was ‘My Grandfather Clock’ written by Henry Clay in 1876 and first song by J B Ferrell of the Mohawk Minstrels. (Bartholomew Callow. Village Musician. Article in Musical Traditions No. 5(6) Early 1986).www.musttrad.org.uk/articles/callow.htm)

There are many interpretations of what negro minstrelsy meant to British audiences, including contributing to the development of racism. There are however, other interpretations. One examines what three of Foster’s songs meant to Bart Callow (1881-), a rural working class musician and singer’s whose repertoire included Foster’s ‘Old Folks AT Home’. ‘My old Kentucky Home’ and ‘Old Black Joe’. (ditto)

For more on Callow see my ENewsletter 2

Michael Pickering, a leading historian of popular culture, and author of a biographical essay on Callow discusses the nostalgic nature of many of the sings sung by people like Callow, and then argues:

‘Nostalgic retrospection is also the main feature of the three Stephen Foster songs in Bart's repertoire of favourite songs: Old Folks at Home, My Old Kentucky Home and Old Black Joe. The idealised Uncle Ned 'darky' of these songs is difficult to place in the village culture of the region and period with which we are dealing in this essay.  The question it seems essential to ask is how the particular stereotype deployed in these pieces functioned in relation to the situated meanings made of them, and the pleasure derived from them, in such a local cultural context.  In many ways the overall mood and tone of these plantation songs is hardly different to that of songs such as The Miner's Dream of Home.  This is essentially to do with a longing for things in the past which cannot be relived, and it is this longing which justifies within the song's own terms the idealisation of those irrevocably lost things.  Though it would take too long to justify here, a case could however be made for possible identification by labouring villagers with the philanthropic Negro stereotypes of this kind of song.  Whether or not that kind of identification, however intermittent and partial, and however contradicted by attitudes of prejudice and hostility in other contexts, constituted one possible source of situated meaning for these songs, it is also worth considering the further possibility that they would have been understood symbolically in relation to English labourers' own experience and expectations of old age, for in all three songs the singer is in the position of looking forlornly back in old age to the idyllically happy days of youth.  The question, then, is in what ways did these songs resonate within the context of village experience, attitudes and values?

The two main alternatives available to the poor when they became too old and feeble to support themselves was either to enter the workhouse or to go on the parish….. . 

The reality of the black slave's existence in the Deep South is of course sentimentalised in Foster's homely vignettes, much as English shepherd and cottage life often was, as for example in I'll Take You Home …… 

But that would not preclude the symbolic resonances of the songs within the cognitive experience and understanding of the labouring community, and within the accommodative modes and procedures of a subordinate meaning-system.  Sung in an era when 'nearly every farm lane led eventually to the distant workhouse', 29 the transmogrification of the hated 'bastille' into such sweet pastoral images as the 'little old log cabin down the lane' jolts us now into recognition of the power and necessity of metaphor and symbol to enable victims of the Poor Law to survive a Prospect of desolation without surrender to despair. 30 Metaphor and symbolisation involve the understanding or experience of one thing in terms of another.  In particular circumstances and contexts, the process of symbolic understanding and experience crystallises as meaning or displacement of meaning in a recognition of the propensity of poetic imagery to stand for or temporarily conceal the reality with which it is associated for the participants.  It is therefore my suggestion that a metaphorical understanding of these songs served as a means by which the poor simultaneously confronted and eschewed one of the harshest facts of their existence.  Metaphorical and symbolic references to the workhouse in working class life varied according to 

locality, situation and circumstances and perhaps more importantly, according to sense and usage.  Intense feelings of anger and maybe hope are implied in the condemnation of 'little bastilles', while references to The Land of Hope and Glory, and The Land of Promise, on the other hand, are steeped in a desperate irony.  In view of the grim reality of the workhouse, it is hardly surprising that such alternative allusions to it mediated working class experience and response its existence.’ 

The attraction of the sentimental song for working class people bears many resemblances with other aspects of an historically developing popular 'culture of consolation', though by situating it in that context I do not mean to imply that such song simply provided a deep trough of low pleasure.  Though the polarity is perhaps over-simple and in some ways misleading, it would seem that working class participatory reproduction of the sentimental song of the period had both positive and negative aspects.  The particular feelings gratified via immersion in the performance of sentimental song were, within the patriarchal order of the time, commonly regarded as 'feminine', as characteristic of an 'inferior' female sensibility.  Displaying these feelings in other everyday contexts was precluded for men by a whole host of pressures, norms, models, standards and expectations, many of which were internalised from an early age.’  (ditto)

ARNOLD TOYNEE AND INDIA

Extract from Memoir by B Jowett, Master of Balliol College Oxford in 'Lectures on the Industrial Revolution in England. Popular Addresses, Notes and Other Fragments by the late Arnold Toynbee, together with a short memoir by B. Jowett' published by Rivingtons of London (MDCCCLXXXIV)

'Soon after he took his degree he was appointed tutor to the Indian civilians at Balliol College, numbering between thirty and forty ... He now began to be immersed in Indian studies.’ (p.viii)

‘As tutor to the Indian students he lectured to them in classes on Political Economy and on some Indian subjects. He felt that the future of India would, in a great degree, depend on what could be made of those young men in the course of years. Recognising the vastness of the field and of the interests concerned, he at once commenced the study of the excellent Blue-books and Reports published by the Indian Government. He knew how much India had suffered from the crude application of Ricardo and Mill to a state of society for which were they not adapted. He would try to make his pupils understand that they must learn Political Economy after the old orthodox fashion, but that the theory must be applied to an Oriental or semi-civilised country – with a difference. He was very desirous to inspire them with just and humane feelings towards the natives. If they went to India, they were to go there for the good of her people, and on one of the noblest missions in which an Englishman could be engaged.’ (p. ix)

‘Yet, though full of idealism, he had no dreams or illusions about great political or other reforms, by which the old order of Indian society was to be renovated. He had plenty of common sense, and this, combined with the gifts of imagination, enabled him to realise the difficulty of changing an ancient civilisation. He never supposed that abstract ideas of freedom or representative government would regenerate the Indian ryot. He was aware that social and industrial changes, however desirable in themselves, must be relative to the habits, intelligence and public opinion of the people. He was rather anxious to impress upon the minds of his pupils the value of good administration, than to make them take a side in vexed Indian questions. (p.ix-x)

Questions

1. Jowett refers to ‘Indian civilians’ and ‘Indian students’, but later says If they went to India, they were to go there for the good of her people, and on one of the noblest missions in which an Englishman could be engaged.’ Were the students Indians studying at Oxford, or were they Englishmen studying at Oxford in order to enter the civil service in India?

2. If they were ‘Indian’, are there surviving lists of who they were?

3. In which year(s) did Toynbee teach ‘Indians’?

4. Have any writings on Toynbee on India survived?

5. Is there any biographical information about the ‘Indians’ and what they went on to do either in UK or back in India? Did any of them become reform campaigners and get involved in the Indian National Congress? 

Suggestions through email correspondence in September 2003 from John  Jones, Archivist: john.jones@balliol.oxford.ac.uk :

· College Registers are printed

· Book: "Oxford and Empire " by Richard Symonds ,1986. 

· Material in the last two volumes of the full-length history of the University of Oxford. 

If you do manage to get the answers to the these questions, I would be pleased tro know thedetails so a piece can go into the Newsletter of the Settlements & Social Action Group which I convene.

Black Musicians etc 1920s

From draft notes re-Paul Robeson:

A key pioneer in this development had been Will Marion Cook who brought over his Southern Syncopated Orchestra in mid-1919, whose members included clarinettist Sidney Bechet. ((Black Musical Internationalism in England in the 1920s. Black Music Research Journal. Vol 15. No.1. 1995, p. 93) The Orchestra had non-American blacks as members as well as Americans, including in 1920 Wendell Bruce-James, born in Antigua, raised in British Guiana, a graduate of Oxford University, ex-soldier and concert pianist and organist, and vocalist Mabel Wadham who had been born in England in 1900 and whose father was African or of African descent. (p. 94). The interconnections between different black musicians was considerable. The American Edmund Jenkins had come to Britain in 1914 to study at the Royal Academy of Music. In December 1919 he conducted a concert of the music of the black British composer Samuel Coleridge-Taylor. Four members of the Southern Syncopated Orchestra played in the orchestra. Key figures in the black musical world were Alridge and Payne. 

For importance of Robeson in left politics in UK see my ‘Culture and Politics. Paul Robeson in the UK;’ text of talk at SOAS/BASA 100th Birth Anniversary Conference 1998.

Paul Robeson in Oxford

See Oxford Mail for appearance at Savoy Grill 24 October 1929

Racism

Travel books: J.A. Froude (Regius Professsor of Modern History, Oxford), The English in the West Indies (1888): West Indians of African descent were of an 'inferior race', which could only ever hope to reach 'the white man's level' if led by whites. Africans themselves were 'savage within their natural state...would domesticate like sheep and oxen...'

Cited by Marika Sherwood in her Pan African Conference 1900 panels.

Civil War

As Englishmen became involved in the slave trade so it began to become fashionable to have black servants, especially boys. By the time of the Civil Wars many aristocratic families had black servants. Many of these were with their owners in Oxford when Charles made it his headquarters. I am not aware that any detailed research has been done into this. There was a TV programme (I think one of  Channel 4’s Black History series) that highlighted this in passing.

LETTER TO GRANVILLE SHARP FROM MEMBERS OF THE BLACK COMMUNITY, 1787

"Honourable and Worthy Sir,


Give us leave to say, that every virtous man is a truly honourable man; and he that doth good hath honour to himself; and many blessings are upon the head of the just and their memory shall be blessed, and their works praise them in the gate.


And we must say, that we, who are a part, or descdendants, of the much-wronged people of Africa, are peculiarly and greatly indebted to you, for the many good and friendly services that you have done towards us, and which are now even out of our power to enumerate. Nevertheless, we are truly sensible of your great kindness and humanity; and we cannot do otherwise but endeavour, with the utmost sincerity and thankfulness, to acknowledge our great obligations to you, and with the most feeling sense of our hearts, on all occasions to express and manifest our gratitude and low for your long, valuable, indefatigable labours and benevolence towards us, in using every means to rescue our suffering brethren in slavery...


And, now honourable Sir, with the greatest submission, we must beg you to accept this memorial of our thanks for your good and faithful services towards us, and for your humane commiseration of our brethren and countrymen unlawfully held in slavery.


And we have hereunto subscribed a few of our names, as a mark of our gratitude and love. And we are, with the greatest esteem and veneration, honourable and worthy Sir, your most obliged and most devoted humble servants.


Ottobah Cuguano


Jasper Goree


John Stuart



Gustavus Vases (Equiano)


Geo. Rob. Mandeville


James Bailey


William Stevens


Thomas Oxford


Joseph Almaze


John Adams


Boughwa Gegansmel


George Wallace" 

(From Fryer)

Is Thomas Oxford’s name significant? Given black people’s names were given by their owners/masters could he have been a servant to the Earls of Oxford? In the early 19th Century the Earl was a  political reform radical – was he also anti-slavery?

Oxford trained Clergyman with black servant appointed to Putney

From my Wandsworth research

It is possible that an act of Charles II in 1663 would have aroused 'Black Joan's particular interest: the appointment of Edward Sclater as the curate for St. Mary's in 1663. We know he had a black servant James Guinrey who died and was buried in Putney in 1686. (The parish register records: 'a blak from Mr Sclater') If he had come to Putney with Scalter in 1663 then did he and 'Black Joan' become acquainted? Even if Guinrey became his servant later, Sclater would not have been surprised to see 'Black Joan' in Putney. 

Sclater was born on 3 November 1623. After Merchant Taylors' School he went to St. John's College Oxford gaining a BA on 6 July 1644. He stayed on to obtain a MA on 1 February 1647-8. He seems to have been a Royalist, undertaking garrison duty, and being thrown out of the College in 1648 for refusing to take the covenant. He was persecuted again in 1649 for refusing to take the engagement. When Charles II was returned to the throne he petitioned the King about his hardships, and in 1663 was appointed the perpetual curate at St. Mary's Parish Church in 1663 and a living at Esher. There is a certain irony in the Putney appointment since the Parish Church had been the location for the Parliamentarian Army's Putney Debates. Sclater was still curate in Putney when his servant James died. He turned Roman Catholic in the year of James II's accession to the throne. The King gave him a dispensation to be absent from his Putney curacy and Esher rectory from reading the Common Prayer and administering Sacraments without any pains. He also gave him dispensation to receive the profits of his curacies at Putney and Esher, to employ a curate, and to keep one or more schools in which he could take boarders. He changed his views again and after a public recantation on 5 May 1689 returned to the Church of England. How he came to have James Guinrey as his servant is not known.

Samuel Jonhson

He abhorred slavery. On one occasion 'he shocked a tableful of Oxford dons with a toast: "Here's to the next insurrection of negroes in the West Indies!" 

Johnson seems to have visited Oxford. Johnson invited someone to join him on his annual trip to Oxford, Birmingham, Lichfield and Ashbourne. (Pearson, p. 234) It is not clear whether he always took his free black servant Francis Barber with him.

On 1st April 1775 Johnson received his LL.D conferred by Oxford University. (Pearson, p. 228) 

Johnson was also in Oxford in March 1768 (Wain p. 199). 

Samuel Wilberforce

Bishop of Oxford, son of anti-slavery activist William Wilberforce. As boy went to school with African boys: See Macauley and the Africna Academy (below).  William Wilberforce’s three sons went to Oriel College. (Robert Furneaux. William Wilberforce. Hamish Hamilton. 1974)

Macauley and the African Academy

Born on 2 May 1768 Zachary Macauley had witnessed the conditions of the Middle Passage by travelling on a slave ship. 

•
He was appointed Governor of Sierre Leone in 1793. 

•
On his return to England in 1799 he bought with him 21 boys and 4 girls, the children of local chiefs to train as leaders and missionaries back in their own country. Arriving in England in May and went to stay with Thornton in Battersea Rise House. 

•
Macauley wrote to his finance Selina Mills on 1 June: 'On Wednesday my black children got to Clapham in good health and excited not small admiration among our friends who account them as a highly favourable specimen of African youth. Mrs More, who is still an inmate of Battersea Rise, began to Catechise on of them a little, and was much pleased with his ready answers, though I find on an examination that I instigated this morning that they have rather lost ground during our separation. They live about a mile hence in the village of Clapham. I have been to the Smallpox Hospital to arrange for their all being sent there for inoculation.' (Smith, p. 12)

•
The house were they were put up was at Granville Sharp's home at 14 Church Buildings, the row of Georgian houses on Clapham Common North Side where Captain James Cook had moved before his final voyage and his widow was still living. 

•
Their arrival stirred much local excitement. A Mr Campbell who walked them across the Common to Battersea Rise House one afternoon reported that some of the boys were missing. "It arose from companies dining in the neighbouring mansions, astonished to see a cloud of young Africans, sending out their men-servants to try and catch some of them and bring them before them. They fancied all were their friends and willingly went with any who asked them". (Smith, p. 12)

•
The house was turned into a School for the boys, until it was moved to 8 Rectory Grove. 

•
At the time of the 1801 Census it was rated to Macaulay, who now married on 26 August had a house in Birchin Lane in the City. The occupants are given as 21 males, 2 females and 1 servant. Apparently the four girls were boarded with a lady in Bittersweet. (Smith, p. 12). 

•
The School became known as the African Academy. Many local residents paid visits to the School and invited the children to play in their gardens. They became friends of Wilberforce's children and played with them at the Wilberforce home Broomfield Lodge.  (p. 184-4) 

•
The School was run for the Sect by William Greaves, a Yorkshireman. He taught them printing, carpentry, mechanics and English. Six were baptised at the local Holy Trinity Church in 1802 and 11 in 1805. The boys were called David Fantimmanee, William Bannah, Joseph Williams, Ka Fodee, Peter Smith, William Tanba, James Fantimanee, William Fantimanee, Lory Goloran, Yarrah Naminamodoo, Samuel Peter Tanuro, Ceasar Russell, John Thorp, Thomas Smith, James Bubucaree, Stephen Calker, John Calker, John Macauley, William Small and George Kizell. William Small and George Kizell died in 1802. (Smith, p. 12)

•
The climate did not agree with them, and many had returned home by the end of 1805. With only six remaining, the School was moved to 3 Church Buildings. 

•
It also began to take in local boys, the first of them Frederick John, son of Lord Teignmouth started in January 1806. He found the negro youths "older than himself and very good-natured". 

•
Frederick's father John Shore, Lord Teignmouth, was be in the service of the East Indian Company and Governor-General if India between 1793 and 1797. 

•
He moved to Clapham when he returned to England in 1802 until moving to Portman Square in 1808. In the meantime he became active in the Clapham Sect. 

•
In February 1806  sons of Wilberforce, Thornton, Stephen and others entered the School. Thomas Macauley became the famous historian, Samuel Wilberforce the Bishop of Oxford.

•
The six remaining African youngsters were later shipped back to Sierra Leone. The idea of training Africans for missionary work was taken up by Henry Venn as Secretary of the Church Missionary Society.' (Smith, p. 12) 

Dr Malcolm Joseph-Mitchell

Dr Malcolm Joseph-Mitchell came to Britain to study economics at Oxford University. He was a member of the University athletics team. He was captain of the West Indian team that competed in the Empire games in Australia in 1939. He had known Ernest McKenzie's sister and his family house in Trinidad. While competing in track athletics at Stamford Hill, McKenzie 'suddenly appeared in the changing room, and greeted Malcolm by saying, 'Don't tell me that you don't know me. Your father gave me more lickings than he ever gave you.' Joseph-Mitchell senior had been a teacher. ( 10B) McKenzie introduced him to Paul Robeson, C.L.R./James, Marcus Garvey, Aneurin Bevan, Lord Soper, Barbara Betts (latter Castle) and Fenner Brockway. (10C)

(10B)
In Search of Mr McKenzie, p. 115

(10C)
In Search of Mr McKenzie, p. 116

The League of Coloured Peoples commissioned a survey to find out about the problems of the welfare of the children of mixed marriages. Dr Malcolm Joseph-Mitchell, a Trinidadian who had studied history and economics at Oxford University, assisted by Sheila McNeill, a Jamaican, carried out the inquiry. They 'found it difficult to ascertain accurately the numbers involved.'


'One reason given was that many mothers moved away from home to other counties and cities, to escape the disgrace and prejudice they encountered. It was found that some mothers were unwilling to part with their children and often lived in appalling conditions, in order to obtain acceptance for themselves and the children. They had good reason to fear at least some of the local authorities, like Somerset, which insisted on taking such children away from their mothers. Destitute mothers reported that when they had approached childrens' homes, to get their children taken into care, the matrons refused them admission. A solution proposed and favoured by the local authorities, was the use of foster parents, who would give the children a home in return for payment. The Family Welfare Association and Dr Joseph-Mitchell were able to contact some of the children's fathers in America and a few children were actually sent there to be adopted. But there were many more who were unwanted or abandoned.


Various organisations tried opening homes especially for 'half-caste children. This of course meant segregation. There was not much success, although one home in Birkenhead, @The Rainbow Home', did function for a while; and Dr Joseph-Mitchell himself bought a house in Purley for such children and staffed it with two women who were sympathetic to their needs. Unfortunately, however, it could not function without funding and eventually was closed.


The survey concluded that, although many of the children often lived in disgraceful conditions, there were no more socially disadvantaged than white children in the same area; that the children appeared to have no problems in school and mixed freely; but that when they left school they tended to find their own employment because employment exchanges were rarely helpful.' (27C)

(27C)
(In Search of Mr McKenzie, p. 91-2

Other Students

As a schoolboy Randall Lockhart from Dominica attended a Clapham school. On 19 October 1908 two black Oxford undergraduates visited Clapham Boys School: Pixley Seme (a Zulu) and Alain Locke (a black American). (Greene Black Edwardians p. 145) It is not clear whether this is Lockhart's school. 

Spencers

Had black servants, including:

On 15 July 1746 'John, an adult Negro, servant to the Right Honourable The Lady Georgina Spencer' was baptised at Wimbledon by the Revd Mr B. Holloway Rector of Middleton Stony Oxfordshire. (The Parish Registers of Wimbledon'. p. 51) Why a Vicar from O/shire? What is the connection?

Charles Gore, Bishop of Oxford

Charles Gore, the son of Hon. Charles Alexander Gore and his wife Augusta, Countess of Kerry, who became Bishop of Worcester, Birmingham and Oxford and Canon of Westminster Abbey, was born in Westside House Wimbledon on 22 November 1853. 

1883 Charles visited India in connection with the Oxford Mission in Calcutta. (p.56). In May and June he visited Madras examining Indian theological students and preaching to Tamil congregations. (P.61). He also visited other parts of India before returning to England.

In 1925 Gore visited Egypt and Soudan. (p. 490). In 1929 he visited India again and the Oxford Mission in Calcutta. (p. 523). He died on 17 January 1932. (p. 533)

From biography of Charles Gore. G. L. Prestige. The Life of Charles Gore. Heinemann. 1935)

Oxford College and Slavery

Barbados planter Christopher Codrington funded the establishment of All Saints College, Oxford.

Oxford University MPs

What were their views and voting records on relevant issues?

Coffee

The produce of the Caribbean and North America colonies, which were increasingly being produced by enslaved Africans, began to transform English social and eating habits. Chocolate derived from cocoa beans was first introduced as a drink into Europe by the Spanish in 1519. The first chocolate house was opened in London in 1657. Coffee caught on even quicker, first introduced into Europe in the 17th, with the first coffee house opened in Oxford in 1650. 90 years later there were about 550 in London alone. Coffee houses were to become meeting places, not just for social activity, but for business. They were also places at which slaves were auctioned. Both chocolate and coffee had to be sweetened; with sugar from the Caribbean islands. From the other side of the world the East India Company imported tea from China. 

Oxford and Settlements

Toynbee Hall and Oxford House were with the support of Oxford students and Colleges in 1884. They have for years worked with the BME, esp. S.Asian communities in their neighbourhoods of Tower Hamlets.

Battersea Labour Movement Activists from Oxfordshire

Who did or are likely to have known and worked with John Archer (Black Liverpuddlian who was Mayor of Battersea 1913/14) and Pan-Africanist – see my biographical sketch.

· William Matthews

The Latchmere Estate was built by Battersea Council using its own building work force and opened on 1 August 1903. Matthews St is named after William Matthews (1856?-1901), a local Councillor who was a stonemason originally from Oxfordshire. He was elected to the Battersea Vestry for the Progressives in the mid-1890s and re-elected in 1900 when the Vestry was replaced by the Battersea Metropolitan Borough Council. He chaired the Works Committee which controlled the Council’s building work force and the projects it was employed on. He was President of the Battersea ‘Stop-the-War Committee’, which opposed the Boer War (1899-1902). A member of the Housing Committee, William Matthews played an important role in the development of Latchmere Estate. He is commemorated after his untimely death with a street on the Estate being named after him. He may have known John Archer who had settled in Battersea and may have begun to be politically active. 

· WINFIELD, Albert (? - 17.21932)

Born Oxfordshire. Settled in Battersea 1899.  Branch Secretary, Municipal Employees Association (Wandsworth Branch) 1905ff). Represented Battersea Municipal Employees on Battersea Trades Council 1906ff. Representative at Labour Representative Committee Conference 1906. President Battersea Trades & Labour Council 1917. Member Wandsworth Board of Guardians 1910ff. Trade Union Secretary (1919).  Progressive Battersea Councillor for Shaftesbury Ward 1906-9, Candidate Shaftesbury Ward 1909, Councillor Shaftesbury Ward 1912-34, Candidate Broomwood Ward 1912; Mayor 1919-21. Member Board of Guardians ,1910 -?, Chair 1919- 21. Candidate Battersea South General Elections 1922, 1924. Committed suicide 1932. JP. Mayor 1919-21. Chair Council of Action 1921. Labour Parliamentary candidate South Battersea November 1922. London District Secretary National Union of Municipal and Poor Law Workers. President Battersea Trades & Labour Council (1917). Lived at 83 Grayshott Rd, SW11 (1906), 31A Prairie St, SW8 (1909), 39 Morrison St, SW11 (1912)

· Caroline Ganley (1870s-1960s)

Battersea socialist and Labour activist who worked with John Archer and supported Saklatvala until after the big local split following the General Strike over the application of bans against Communists being Labour Party members. Labour MP for Battersea South 1945-51.

Her grandfather William NORGROVE was born at Chipping Norton. In 1871 Census he is recorded at 49 William Street, Woolwich; age 62; Pensioner.

Chipping Norton I believe had radical elements in its history. e.g. 1873 prosecution of wives of agricultural workers in Chipping Norton. 

Chartism

Chartism had it supporters in O/shire. e.g. Chartist Land Company branches in Oxford and Banbury. One of the Company villages was set up at Minster Lovell. William Cuffay, the black London Chartist Leader and organiser of the 1848 Kennington Common demonstration was involved with the Company. Did he come to O/shire to speak? 

· Alice Mary Hadfield. The Chartist Lane Company. David Charles. 1970

· Joy MacAskill. The Chartist Lane Company. In Asa Briggs. Chartist Studies. (Macmillan 1959)

Race Relations in the Workplace

Has anyone written about industrial and race relations in the Oxford car factories?

Material in Books

The indexes of the following books show they contain material on O/shire and the University. Given the poor quality of indexes, they are not totally reliable. Scan reading becomes essential.

· Rozina Visram. Asians in Britain. 400 Years of History. (Pluto 2002)

· Shompa Lahiri. Indians in Britain., Anglo-Indian Encounters, Race and Identify, 1880-1930

· John Callaghan. Rajani Palme Dutt. A Study in British Stalinism. (Lawrence & Wishart 1993). Dutt was at Oxford.

· Jeffrey Green. Black Edwardians. Black People in Britain 1901-1914. (Frank Cass 1998)

· John Parker. Books to Build an Empire. A Bibliographical History of English Overseas Interests to 1620. (N. Israel 1965)

· Peter Fryer. Staying Power. (Pluto Press)

· Tariq Ali. Street Fighting Years. (William Collins 1987). Includes time at Oxford University

· Maureen Duffy. Aphra Benn 1640-89. The Passionate Shepherdess.  Jonathan Cape. 1977

Non-Conformists

Given the history of Non-Conformists in supporting anti-slavery and supporting campaigns for colonial freedom, what role did they O/shire N-Cs take on these issues? So e.g. Abingdon Ock St Chapel; Burford St John The Baptists, Cote Baptists, St George at Kelmscott.

River Windrush

Does it flow through Oxfordshire? If so then can be used as a device to flag up SS Empire Windrush. 

Sean Creighton

22 February 2004

sean.creighton@btopenworld.com
