A. 

The Indian National Congress issued the following statement when war was declared:

“India cannot associate itself  in a war said to be for democratic freedom when that very freedom is denied to her.”

Jawaharlal Nehru (India)` The Discovery of India, London 1956.

B.

Roosevelt and Churchill met in August 1941 to discuss … the Atlantic Charter … The third clauses stated that the two leaders ‘respected the right of all peoples to choose the form of government under which they will live; and they wish to see sovereign rights and self-government restored to those  who had been forcibly deprived of them.’ But Churchill immediately and repeatedly rejected the application of the Charter to the colonies … The League of Coloured People (a London Black organisation) immediately demanded that Churchill should apply the principles to the Empire. 

Marika Sherwood, ‘World War II and its Aftermath’ – Teaching History February 1998.

C.

“Do you think that India would have gained independence if there was no Second World War? I doubt it very much. The British realised that their imperial days were over and they have to give in. I think the war was a levelling-out.”

Nila Kantan (India) quoted in C Somerville, Our War, London 1998.

D.

(African soldiers) recall that as the war was drawing to a close, they liked to talk about their role in the war. “If we have fought this hard to defend others, we can fight even harder to defend ourselves.” Conversations with black Americans had the strongest impact on their lives. Next in importance were the discussions they had with soldiers from India, Mauritius and the Seychelles Islands. These conversations centred around colonialism, colour-bar, jobs, freedom, salaries, war casualties … In short, the African soldier began to question the whole idea of the British, or any other European, deciding for him what kind of life he should lead.

O.J.E. Shiroya, Kenya and World War II, Nairobi 1985.

