A fine of £5 imposed at Liverpool Police Court on … a 31-year-old West Indian, for failing to attend Home Guard duties without reasonable excuse was reduced at Liverpool City Quarter Sessions  yesterday… to one farthing. Roberts was also given the costs of the appeal. When asked by his Commanding Officer why he had failed to do picket duty Roberts explained that he had been refused admission to a dance hall because of his colour. He had returned to the hall wearing his Home Guard uniform, but had again been refused admission. Roberts, in evidence, said that he stayed from Home Guard parades because he had been insulted while wearing the uniform. There was no colour bar in the West Indies.

The Times 2.8.1944.

‘I have nowhere to go, nowhere to eat, because I am a coloured man. I seek the humblest employment. I would chop wood; I would wash plates! But not even jobs like that can I get!’

A West Indian quoted in the Evening Standard, 19.7.1940.

Such families as befriended the boys had very unpleasant names given to them. … In spite of the strong presence of racism among the (Scottish) locals, the foresters (from British Honduras) were nonetheless to experience a lot of genuine friendliness and comradeship at the hands of those who saw them as normal human beings and treated them as such.

At times, the conditions were very discouraging. At others, quite the reverse.

Amos A Ford, Telling the Truth, London 1985.

